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ABSTRACT 



This KIDS COUNT report details statewide trends in the 
well-being of Utah's children. The statistical portrait is based on 26 
indicators of children's well-being: (1) prenatal care; (2) low birth weight 

infants; (3) infant mortality; (4) child injury deaths; (5) unintentional 
injuries; (6) untreated tooth decay; (7) immunization rates; (8) suicide 
rates; (9) child abuse and neglect; (10) unemployment; (11) poverty; (12) 
lack of health insurance; (13) child care availability; (14) domestic 
violence; (15) juvenile and adult adjudication rates; (16) dropouts; (17) 
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(20) teen births; (21) illicit drug use; (22) chlamydia infection rates; (23) 
tobacco use; (24) overweight youth; (25) physical exercise; and (26) seat 
belt usage. The report begins with introductory and general population data. 
Part two of the report provides county and statewide trend data for each of 
the indicators, organized according to the following five statewide goals: 

(1) all children safe and happy; (2) all children residing in nurturing and 
economically secure family environments; (3) all communities safe and 
supportive; (4) all children succeed in school and are ready to work; and (5) 
all children choose healthy and safe behaviors. Part three of the report 
details findings on selected health and safety issues for 61 small areas 
within the state. Among the findings, positive trends are noted for infant 
mortality, immunizations, juvenile and adult adjudication, teen smoking, and 
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seatbelt usage. Negative trends are noted for prenatal care, low birthweight 
babies, and child abuse. (SD) 
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"People who choose to do nothing still affect public {Policy - but their silence supports 

I I 

the way things are rather than helping make things better." 

Helen d Faiabee 
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